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“Our purpose is not success; it is not even survival, 
but the giving up of our lives in service to our great 
God and in imitation of our Savior. Th is is the lot of 
the disinherited—a position much closer to the poor 
of the earth. It is where Machen ended; it is where 
we began.”

—Charles G. Dennison



Who Are We? 
Union with Christ and Heavenly Citizenship

1. What are some ways that contemporary American culture thinks about 
identity?

2. How would you describe the church’s general understanding of “identi-
ty”? Is the OPC diff erent from broad evangelicalism on this matt er?

3. How does the idea of federal headship inform our “identity” or change 
the way we think about ourselves?

4. How does the Bible speak about our identity in this present era (as 
those who have been saved by grace but still looking forward to the 
return of Christ and the consummation)? For reference, see Ephesians 
4:17–24.

5. What do you think people mean when they say “be who you are?” How 
might we reconsider such a statement in light of our union with Christ?

Where Are We Going?
God’s Promise from Genesis to Revelation

1. What is eschatology? 

2. How does an understanding of the future inform our Christian walk?

3. What does it mean to “begin with the end in mind”?

Read Revelation 2:7 and 22:1–3 before considering the following questions.

4. What is the believer’s fi nal resting place? 

5. How does the believer enter this place?

6. How is this place related to the Garden of Eden? 

7. What eff ect does that truth have upon our hope for the future?

Are We Th ere Yet?
Th e Church in the Wilderness

1. What does it mean to be a pilgrim?

2. In Exodus, God called Israel out of Egypt and led them through the 
wilderness unto the promised land of Canaan. How does this narrative 
inform the church’s identity and the way that we think about our pres-
ent life in the world? Consider Hebrews 3:1–4:13 and 11:13–16.

3. Consider the historical examples of Machen, DeWaard, Holkeboer, and 
Perkins. Did any aspect of their stories resonate with you?

4. Do you see any modern “rhymes” or “echoes” of this Presbyterian histo-
ry from the early twentieth century?

How Will We Get Th ere?
God’s Provision for His Pilgrim People

1. In the wilderness, God provided manna to the Israelites. What are some 
ways that God provides daily bread to us?

2. If you polled people on the street and asked them “What is the mission 
of the Church?” what responses do you think you would receive? What 
do these responses disclose about the world’s understanding of the 
church as well as Christians’ understanding of their place in this world?

3. What are ways that the world measures success? What criteria should 
Christians use to determine whether they are rightly pursuing the Great 
Commission?

4. How do Jesus’s words in Matt hew 28:16–20 instruct us in what we are 
to be doing as a church? What are some ways that your congregation 
pursues the Great Commission?

5. What does it mean to be “mature in Christ” (Col. 1:28)?

6. When will the Church’s work be complete?


